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Authors’ short BiogrAphies /  
DAte Despre Autori

BLASEN, Philippe Henri, born in 1987, Luxembourg, has been a 
researcher with the A. D. Xenopol Institute of History in Iasi, Romania, 
for the past three years, as well as of the Centre de Documentation sur les 
Migrations humaines, Dudelange, Luxembourg, since 2006. Since 2009, 
Blasen has been studying the status of ethnic and religious minorities in 
Transylvania and Bukovina in 19th-century Austria-Hungary and 20th-
century Romania. In 2020, he defended his dissertation regarding the labour 
rights of ethnic minorities in Romania during the regime of King Carol II 
(1938-1940). His tutor was Prof. Sorin Mitu from Babeș-Bolyai University, 
Cluj, Romania. Blasen’s research focuses on the relations between Romanians 
and Ruthenians, as well as between the Orthodox and the Catholic Church 
in late 18th and early 19th-century Austrian Bukovina. Blasen is a member of 
the PLURAL association. 

Email: blasen@protonmail.ch

CAR AMELEA, Ramona is a Researcher at the Art History Institute 
in Bucharest. She graduated from the Faculty of History in Bucharest 
and holds a PhD in Arts. Her current research topics include the social 
history of public education in 19th century Romania; the interconnections 
between the history of education and material culture; Romanian art and 
material culture of the 19th century. Organizer and collaborator in projects 
and exhibitions about the material culture. She authored Clădiri școlare 
din România, 1864-1914. Politică de construire și model spațial, Ed. Istros a 
Muzeului Brăilei „Carol I”, Brăila, 2020 and published several academic 
articles concerning the history of education in national and international 
journals and volumes. In the last years, she published extensively on topics 
concerning the history of art. Her most recent contributions: Dicționarul 
pictorilor din România. Secolul al XIX-lea, Adrian-Silvan Ionescu (ed.), 
București, 2020; „Imaginile războiului în „Revista Copiilor şi a Tinerimii”, 
in Cătălina Mihalache, Nicoleta Roman (eds.), Copilării trecute prin 
război. Povești de viață, politici sociale și reprezentări culturale în România 
anilor 1913-1923, Iaşi, Editura Universităţii „Alexandru Ioan Cuza”, 2020; 
„Practici alimentare în școlile urbane la sfârșitul secolului al XIX-lea”, in 
Historia Urbana, XXVIII/2020. 

Email: rcaramelea@yahoo.com

CUȘCO, Andrei (b. 1982, Chișinău, Republic of Moldova) is an 
Associate Professor at the Department of History and Geography of the 
“Ion Creangă” State Pedagogical University in Chișinău and a Researcher 
at the „A. D. Xenopol” Institute of History of the Romanian Academy in 
Iași, Romania. He holds an MA (2002) and a Ph.D. degree (2008) from 
the Department of History of the Central European University (CEU) in 
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Budapest. For a number of years, he has been working on issues related to 
Bessarabia’s symbolic geography, the competing Russian and Romanian 
visions of this contested region in the second half of the 19th and early 20th 
century, as well as on broader issues of Russian and Romanian intellectual 
history. During the academic year 2006-2007 he was a Fellow at the New 
Europe College in Bucharest. From September 2008, he was a Lecturer 
at the Department of History and Geography of the “Ion Creangă” State 
Pedagogical University. Between September 2015 and January 2016 Dr. 
Cusco was a Fulbright Visiting Scholar at the Department of History, 
University of Maryland (College Park). From April 2021, he is a Fellow at the 
Imre Kertesz Kolleg (Jena). Dr. Cusco’s first major publication is a book on 
the history of Bessarabia as a borderland of the Russian Empire (Bessarabia 
as a Part of the Russian Empire, 1812-1917), co-authored with Victor Taki and 
published at the Novoe Literaturnoe Obozrenie Press (Moscow) in 2012. His 
second book – A Contested Borderland: Competing Russian and Romanian 
Visions of Bessarabia in the Late 19th and Early 20th Century – was published  
at the CEU Press in October 2017. 

Email: andreicusco@yahoo.com 

FILIPOVICI, Anca is a researcher at the Romanian Institute for Research 
on National Minorities (Cluj-Napoca). She holds a PhD in history (2013) at 
the Babeş-Bolyai University of Cluj, with a published thesis titled Cărturarii 
provinciei. Intelectuali și cultură locală în nordul Moldovei interbelice [The Scribes 
of the Province. Intellectuals and Local Culture in Northern Moldavia] (Iaşi, 
European Institute, 2015). A. Filipovici is also the author of articles and 
studies exploring the topics of ethnicity, Jewish history and anti-Semitism, and 
the history of youth and education. She was a fellow of European Holocaust 
Research Infrastructure (2018) and New Europe College (2018/2019), 
conducting research projects on secondary schools, youth organizations and 
the social control of the adolescents in 20th century Romania. 

Email: anca.filipovici@yahoo.com

JIPA, Dragoș is a Lecturer in the Department of French Language and 
Literature at the University of Bucharest and coordinator of the Doctoral 
School for Social Sciences at the CEREFREA Villa Noël. He earned his PhD at 
the Ecole des hautes études en sciences sociales (Paris) in 2012, with a dissertation 
entitled La canonisation littéraire et l’avènement de la culture de masse. La 
collection « Les Grands Écrivains Français » (1887-1913), which was published 
in 2016 with Peter Lang. His main research interests include the history of 
literary disciplines, cultural diplomacy, and French-Romanian relations. 

Email: dragos.jipa@g.unibuc.ro

MIHALACHE, Cătălina (b. 1973), PhD, senior researcher at the 
Cultural History Department, “A.D. Xenopol” Institute of History of the 
Romanian Academy, Iaşi (Romania). Participant to the international 
projects: Remembering Communism: Methodological and Practical Issues of 
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Approaching the Recent Past in Eastern Europe (2006-2009), coordinated 
by Maria Todorova and Stefan Tröbst; Joint History Project Phase II – 
Extending the proven tool for Reconciliation to the sensitive recent history of 
Southeast Europe (2015-2016), coordinated by Center For Democracy 
and Reconciliation in Southeast Europe (Thessaloniki, Greece). Recent 
publications: Copilărie, familie, şcoală: politici educaţionale şi receptări 
sociale, Iaşi, “Al. I. Cuza” University Press, 2016, 354p.; (co-edited with 
Nicoleta Roman), Copilării trecute prin război. Povești de viață, politici sociale 
și reprezentări culturale în România anilor 1913-1923, Iaşi, “Al. I. Cuza” 
University Press, 2020. 

Email: catalinamihalache@yahoo.com

NASTASĂ-MATEI, Irina is an Assistant Professor at the University 
of Bucharest. She is the co-author of Education, Politics, and Propaganda: 
Romanian Students in Nazi Germany (in Romanian, 2016) and Culture and 
Propaganda. The Romanian Institute in Berlin, 1940-1945 (in Romanian, with 
Lucian Nastasă-Kovacs, 2018). Postdoc grant holder: “Forms of soft power in 
Cold War Europe. Humboldt fellowships for Romanian scholars (1967-1989)”. 

Email: irina_nastasa@yahoo.com

NEGUR Ă, Petru is a Research Fellow of the Alexander von 
Humboldt Foundation (Georg Forster Program) at the Leibniz Institute 
for East and Southeast European Studies (Leibniz-Institut für Ost- und 
Südosteuropaforschung - IOS) in Regensburg, Germany. Negura held an MA 
and a PhD in Sociology at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales 
(Paris). He authored the book Ni héros, ni traîtres. Les écrivains moldaves face 
au pouvoir soviétique sous Staline (Paris: L’Harmattan, 2009), translated and 
re-edited in Romanian in 2014 (Cartier Publ., 2014). Petru Negura is an 
Associate Professor at Free International University of Moldova (Chisinau) 
and Researcher at the Centre for Sociology and Social Psychology within 
the Institute of Legal, Political and Sociological Research. He has been 
invited scholar at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales of Paris 
(EHESS) and invited lecturer at the Ecole Doctorale en Sciences Sociales 
of Bucharest (EDSS, the University of Bucharest). Negura was a Fulbright 
visiting scholar at the University of California in Berkeley, a research fellow 
of the New Europe College (Bucharest), a fellow of the Gerda Henkel 
Foundation, and Returning Scholar of the Academic Fellowship Program, 
Open Society Institute. He served as Moldova country coordinator of the 
Academic Fellowship Program - OSF and has been leading the PLURAL 
Forum for Interdisciplinary Studies in Chisinau. He is also the co-founder 
and co-editor of PLATZFORMA - Revista de critica sociala. Negura has 
been a board member of the Society for Romanian Studies and continues 
to act as the chair of the SRS Website Committee. His academic interests 
deal with the sociology / social history of intellectuals, public education and 
social welfare in Eastern Europe and the former USSR. 

Email: petru.negura@gmail.com
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SDROBIȘ, Dragoș holds a PhD in History (2014) from the “George 
Barițiu” Institute of History (Romanian Academy). He is the author of the 
book Limitele meritocrației într-o societate agrară (Iași: Polirom, 2015). His 
research topics include the history of higher education and the social history 
of intellectual professions in 20th-century Romania. In 2017-2018 he was 
a fellow of New Europe College (Bucharest), with a research project on 
intellectual professions in Greater Romania. 

Email: dragosconstantinsdrobis@gmail.com

STAN, Ana-Maria is a Senior Researcher at the Babeş-Bolyai University 
of Cluj-Napoca (Romania) and currently works at the Museum of University 
History. She has a PhD in contemporary history, jointly awarded in 2005 by 
the Université Paris IV-Sorbonne (France) and the Babeş-Bolyai University 
of Cluj-Napoca (Romania). Her research interests focus on French-
Romanian relations in the first half of the 20th century, the Second World 
War, intellectual and cultural history, Romanian university life. 

Email: ana.stan@ubbcluj.ro 


