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GHERCĂ, Iulian is a Ph.D. in history (PhD thesis title – The Roman 
Catholic Press in Romania in the First Half of the 20th Century). He is a teacher 
of History and Civic Education, Deputy Director of Bogdan Vodă Theoreti-
cal High School from Hălăuceşti and associate researcher at the Center for 
the Study of Totalitarianism within the Faculty of History and Philosophy of 
the State University of Moldova. He authored two books (The Romanian Vil-
lage in the Communist Period, Case Study of Răchiteni Commune, Performan-
tica Publishing House, Iaşi, 2007, and Catholics in the Public Space:, The Ro-
manian Catholic Press in the First Half of the 20th Century, Publishing House 
of the European Institute, Iasi, 2013). He coordinated two scholarly volumes 
(History and International Relations Studies, Performance Publishing House, 
Iaşi, 2009 and Between Democracy and Totalitarianism: Romanians and Eu-
rope in the Contemporary Period, Junimea Publishing House, Iaşi, 2012). Au-
thor of more than 40 articles published in various specialized journals from 
Romania and the Republic of Moldova; beneficiary of a research scholarship 
in the Vatican archives. He participated in more than 35 scholarly national 
and international conferences and symposia. 

E-mail: iuliangherca@yahoo.com 

GRYBKAUSKAS, Saulius, PhD, is senior research fellow and head of 
Twentieth Century History Department at the Lithuanian Institute of Histo-
ry. Grybkauskas has 20 years’ experience of research in Soviet history, focus-
ing on national conf licts in the centralized command economy and the So-
viet multi-national state. His PhD dissertation (defended in 2007) received 
an honourable mention for Lithuania’s prize for best dissertation of the year. 
His PhD research resulted in a book “Sovietinė nomenklatūra ir pramonės 
valdymas Lietuvoje 1965-1985 metais“ (Vilnius, 2011, Soviet Nomenklatura 
and Management of Industry in Soviet Lithuania, 1965-1985). The monograph 
discusses the management of Soviet industry, analysing conf licts over ideol-
ogy and power among groups with an identity defined technologically (engi-
neers) or ideologically (party leaders, KGB informers). He has continued to 
work on centre-periphery issues within the Soviet empire as a part of a long 
term project on the Second Secretaries of communist parties in the Soviet re-
publics, who were appointed by the Kremlin in order to carry out Moscow‘s 
will at the periphery. A book resulting from the project – “Sovietinis gener-
algubernatorius”: Komunistų partijos antrieji sekretoriai Sovietų Sąjungos 
respublikose” (Soviet “Governors General”: Communist Party’s Second Sec-
retaries in the Soviet Republics) – was published in 2016 in Lithuanian. It is 
forthcoming in English and Latvian. Currently Grybkauskas is involved in 
the research project “Engineers in Soviet Lithuania: Socialization, Profes-
sional Education, Activity and Ideology”. 

E-mail: saulius.grybkauskas@gmail.com 
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PONOMARIOV, Vitalie is lecturer at the Department of History and 
Educational Theory, “B.  P. Hasdeu” Cahul State University. He is a Ph.D. 
Candidate at “Dunărea de Jos” University of Galați (Romania). Among his 
research interests are: communist subversive activity in Bessarabia between 
1918 and 1924, the Communist International and soviet “active espionage” 
in Romania, with a particular focus on the activity of the Zakordot. 

E-mail: vitalie.ponomariov@gmail.com 

PURDEA, Claudiu is a PhD Student at the „1 Decembrie 1918” Univer-
sity of Alba Iulia, Romania. His major research topics are archaeology and 
cultural heritage preservation. 

E-mail: claudiu.purdea@uab.ro

RUSU, Dumitru is an architect based in Bucharest, Romania. He stu
died at the Faculty of Architecture and Urbanism of the Polytechnic Institute 
in Chisinau, Republic of Moldova. Later, he relocated to Romania and gradu-
ated from the Ion Mincu Institute of Architecture in Bucharest in 2003. In 
2014 he completed a post-graduate degree in Conservation of Built Heritage 
at the Faculty of History and Philosophy of the Babes-Bolyai University in 
Cluj. Since 2014, he has been a Member of ICOMOS Romania, ICOMOS 
Moldova. He is also an ICOMOS-ISC20C Associate Member and ICOM OS 
ICOFORT Associate Member. 

E-mail: office@bacu.ro 

SARCINELLI, Ulrich is a University of Koblenz-Landau professor 
emeritus, dr. habil. He had a distinguished career as a professor of political 
science at the Educational College, University of Kiel (1988-1995), at the In-
stitute of Journalism and Media Research, University of Zürich (2002). He 
was a professor at the University of Koblenz-Landau (1995-2013) and vice-
president of the University of Koblenz-Landau (2009-2013). Some of his 
most important recent publications are Zur Glaubwürdigkeit von Politik und 
Medien in postfaktischen Zeiten. In: Universitas, vol. 2017/853, pp. 4-19; 
Politische Kommunikation in Deutschland, Wiesbaden 2011 (3th ed.); Poli-
tikherstellung und Politikdarstellung, Köln 2008 (author and editor with Jens 
Tenscher); Machtdarstellung und Darstellungsmacht, Baden-Baden 2003 (au-
thor and editor with Jens Tenscher); Politische Kommunikation in der demok-
ratischen Gesellschaft. Ein Handbuch mit Lexikonteil, Opladen / Wiesbaden 
1998 and 2002 (author and editor with Jarren, Otfried / Saxer, Ulrich). 

E-mail: sarcinelli@t-online.de 

ȘEVCENCO, Ruslan holds a Ph.D. from the Faculty of History, State 
University of Moldova. His dissertation has been published as Political Life in 
the Moldavian SSR, 1944-1961. 

E-mail: rsevcenco@gmail.com
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STEWART, John Todd was the U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of 
Moldova from 1995 to 1998. Prior to this appointment he served as acting 
or deputy chief of the U.S. diplomatic missions to Jamaica, Costa Rica, and 
Canada. An economic specialist, he earlier occupied positions involving 
trade and transportation matters. After ending his 36-year diplomatic ca-
reer in 1998, Stewart became deputy director of the Peterson Institute for 
International Economics in Washington, DC. He is now retired in Sun Val-
ley, Idaho. 

E-mail: john.todd.stewart@gmail.com 

SUVEICĂ, Svetlana has a Ph.D. in history and is a researcher at the In-
stitute of History, University of Regensburg. Dr. Suveică is a former Hum-
boldt research fellow at the Institute for East and Southeast European Stud-
ies (IOS) Regensburg (2012-2014) and a former Fulbright research fellow at 
CREEES, Stanford University, California, US (2009-2010). Since Septem-
ber 2018, Dr. Suveică is a research associate at the Chair for Southeast and 
East European Studies, Institute of History of the Faculty of Philosophy, 
Art History, History and Humanities at the University of Regensburg. She 
authored two monographs, coordinated one edited volume, and has written 
numerous publications concerning the interwar political, administrative and 
social transformations in Romania and Bessarabia, social processes in the 
Moldavian SSR, as well recent political and social changes in the Republic of 
Moldova. 

E-mail: ssuveica@gmail.com

URSU, Vasile-George is a PhD Student at the „Ștefan cel Mare” Univer-
sity of Suceava, Romania. His major research topic is the history of interwar 
Romania. 

E-mail: ursuv.george@gmail.com 




