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Authors’ Short Biographies /  
Date despre autori

Balkelis, Tomas is a senior fellow at the Lithuanian Historical Insti-
tute in Vilnius. In 2015-16 he was a visiting scholar at the Center for Russian 
and East European Studies at Stanford University. During 2009-2013, he was a 
European Research Council Postdoctoral Research Fellow at University Col-
lege Dublin. He is the author of The Making of Modern Lithuania (Routledge, 
2009). His articles have been published by Past and Present and Contemporary 
European History, among other journals. He has a particular interest in the 
modern history of the Baltics. His research fields include nation-building, pop-
ulation displacement and paramilitary violence. 

E-mail: tomas.balkelis@gmail.com

Blasen, Philippe Henri holds an MA degree in the history of religions 
from the University of Lausanne, Switzerland. He is currently enrolled in a PhD 
program in History at the Babeș-Bolyai University, Cluj, Romania. Since July 
2018, he has been working as a researcher within the project Migrations and 
Identity in European History: Communities, Connections, Conflicts at the A. D. Xe-
nopol Institute of History, Iași. In recent years, he has increasingly focused his 
research interests on the history of ethnic and religious minorities in Romania 
and on the history of Bukovina. 

E-mail: philippe.blasen@gmail.com 

Ceobanu, Adrian-Bogdan is a Lecturer at the Faculty of History at the 
“Alexandru Ioan Cuza” University of Iaşi. In September 2013 he defended his 
Ph.D in History at the “Alexandru Ioan Cuza” University of Iaşi (Magna cum 
Laude). The title of his dissertation was Romanian-Russian Political and Dip-
lomatic Relations (1878-1893). From January 2009 to September 2014, he was 
an Assistant Researcher at the Romanian Academy, within the A.D.Xenopol 
Institute of History in Iași. His fields of research interest focus on the following 
topics: history of international relations, history of Romanian-Russian relations 
(1866-1918), history of Romanian and European diplomacy in the 19th and 
20th century. He has also been actively involved in the publishing and editing of 
diplomatic documents. He has published two books: Diplomați în Vechiul Re-
gat. Familie, carieră și viață socială în timpul lui Carol I (1878- 1914) [Diplomats 
in the Old Kingdom. Family, Career and Social Life during the Rule of Charles 
I (1878–1914)], Alexandru Ioan Cuza University Press, Iași, 2015, 374 pp; 
Politică și diplomație la sfârșitul secolului XIX. Din istoria relațiilor româno-ruse 
(1878- 1899) [Politics and Diplomacy During the Late 19th Century: From the 
History of Romanian-Russian Relations, 1878-1899], Alexandru Ioan Cuza 
University Press, Iași, 2017, 464p., and numerous articles. 

E-mail: bogdan.ceobanu@yahoo.com 
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Cușco, Andrei holds an MA (2002) and a Ph.D. degree (2008) from the 
Department of History of the Central European University (CEU) in Budapest. 
His research interests focus on modern East European history, comparative his-
tory of the Eurasian empires, intellectual history and historiography. From Sep-
tember 2008, he was a Lecturer at the Department of History and Geography 
of the “Ion Creangă” State Pedagogical University in Chișinău. From September 
2016 he is an Associate Professor at the same department. Between September 
2015 and January 2016 Dr. Cusco was a Fulbright Visiting Scholar at the Depart-
ment of History, University of Maryland (College Park). Dr. Cusco’s first major 
publication is a book on the history of Bessarabia as a borderland of the Russian 
Empire (Bessarabia as a Part of the Russian Empire, 1812-1917), co-authored with 
Victor Taki and published at the Novoe Literaturnoe Obozrenie Press (Moscow) in 
2012. He has also co-edited a volume on Romania and its neighbors during the 
early phase of World War I. His second book – A Contested Borderland: Compet-
ing Russian and Romanian Visions of Bessarabia in the Late 19th and Early 20th Cen-
tury – was published at the CEU Press in October 2017. 

E-mail: andreicusco@yahoo.com

Ivanauskas, Vilius was a senior research fellow in the Lithuanian In-
stitute of History. He holds a Ph.D. degree in History. In 2012-2013 he was a 
Fulbright Scholar at UC Berkeley (US). His newest book, focusing on nation-
alism and Soviet writers (Framed Identity: Lithuanian Writers in the “Friendship 
of Nations” Empire) was published in 2015. His first book (The Lithuanian No-
menklatura in the Bureaucratic System: Between Stagnation and Dynamics (1969-
1988)) was published in 2011. An article on writers was also published in the 
international journal Europe-Asia Studies (66, 2014). His research interests deal 
with Soviet intellectuals, nationalism on the Soviet peripheries, cultural elites 
and transformations in Lithuania. 

Email: vilius.ivanauskas@gmail.com 

Johnson, A. Ross is a History and Public Policy Fellow at the Woodrow 
Wilson International Center for Scholars in Washington and Senior Adviser at 
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty. Johnson was a senior executive of RFE/RL 
from 1988 to 2002, serving as director of Radio Free Europe, director of the 
RFE/RL Research Institute, acting president, and counsellor of RFE/RL. He was 
a research fellow at the Hoover Institution from 2002 to 2016 and senior staff 
member of the RAND Corporation from 1969 to 1988, where he specialized in 
East European and Soviet security issues. He is author of the book Radio Free 
Europe and Radio Liberty. The CIA Years and Beyod. Stanford: Stanford Univer-
sity Press, 2010 and coeditor of Cold War Broadcasting; Impact on the Soviet Un-
ion and Eastern Europe; A Collection of Studies and Documents. Budapest: Central 
European University Press, 2010. He has overseen the deposit of the RFE/RL 
archives at the Hoover Institution, the Blinken Open Society Archives, and other 
archives. He initiated the Cold War Broadcasting Research Google Group, which 
brings together interested scholars to share ideas, research, and new publications. 

Email: a.ross.johnson@wilsoncenter.org 
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Musteață, Sergiu is currently Professor at the History and Geog-
raphy Department, Ion Creangă Pedagogical State University in Chișinău. 
Author of 7 monographs and more than 200 articles on history, archaeology, 
cultural heritage preservation and textbooks analysis. The most recent work 
is About Us and Our Neighbours: History Textbooks in the Republic of Moldova, 
Romania and Ukraine. Georg Eckert Institute, Braunschweig, Eckert. Dossi-
ers 7, 2017. urn:nbn:de:0220-2017-0097, URI: http://repository.gei.de/han-
dle/11428/213. He is editor of two monograph series – ANTIM monographs 
and Unknown Documents and Histories (25 volumes published), and editor of 
the young historian’s annual journal (14 volumes published). Every year he 
delivers over 20 presentations and public lectures in various academic centres 
around the world. Hence, in recent years he has been a visiting scholar and a 
visiting professor in many universities in the US, Germany, Romania, etc. 

E-mail: sergiu_musteata@yahoo.com

Negură, Petru is a Lecturer at the Free International University of 
Moldova (ULIM) and researcher at the Center for Sociology and Social Psy-
chology from Chișinău. He holds a Ph.D. in Sociology from the École des 
Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales (Paris) and he authored a book (Ni héros, 
ni traîtres. Les écrivains moldaves face au pouvoir soviétique sous Staline, Paris, 
L’Harmattan, 2009) and dozens of academic articles. Petru Negură was an 
invited scholar / lecturer at the École Doctorale en Sciences Sociales of Bu-
charest (EDSS, within the University of Bucharest), at the École des Hautes 
Etudes en Sciences Sociales of Paris (EHESS), and at the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley. From 2010 to 2013, Petru Negură was country coordinator 
of the Academic Fellowship Program (Open Society Foundations / HESP) in 
Moldova. During 2014-2015, Petru Negură was a Fulbright Scholar at the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley. Since 2011, he has been director of the PLU-
RAL Forum in Social Sciences NGO, based in Chișinău. His current research 
topics include: the sociology / social history of intellectuals in Eastern Europe 
and in the former USSR; the sociology / social history of public education in 
Eastern Europe and in the former Soviet Union; the sociology / social history 
of the social welfare services in the USSR and in post-Soviet Moldova. 

E-mail: petru.negura@gmail.com

Pâslariuc, Virgiliu holds a Ph.D. in History from the “Al. I. Cuza” 
University of Iaşi (2002) and an Associate Professor at the Faculty of History 
and Philosophy of the Moldova State University (USM), since 2005. Dr. Pâs-
lariuc benefitted from a post-doctoral fellowship at the University of Bologna 
(2008-2009). He specializes in medieval and modern Romanian history, with 
a particular focus on the fields of cultural history and historical anthropology. 
His research interests include, among other topics, the issue of the evolution 
and dynamics of the Romanian nobility during the modern period, as well as 
the status and trajectory of the Bessarabian elites under Russian imperial rule 
(1812-1917). Among his most important recent publications, one could men-
tion the following works: Raporturile politice dintre marea boierime şi domnie în 
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Ţara Moldovei în secolul al XVI-lea [The Political Relations between the Gre-
at Boyars and the Princely Institution in Moldavia in the Sixteenth Century], 
Chişinău, PONTOS, 2005 (monograph); ”Moldavian SSR’s Border Revision 
Question: From the Project of “Greater Moldavia” to the Project of “Greater 
Bessarabia” and the Causes of their Failure (December 1943-June 1946), in: 
Archiva Moldaviae, II (2010), p. 275-370 (with Igor Cașu); „Apocalipsa după 
Ştefan”: temeri eshatologice şi violenţă ritualică în timpul domniei lui Ştefan 
cel Mare [„The Apocalypse According to Stephen:” Eschatological Fears and 
Ritual Violence during the Reign of Stephen the Great], in: PONTES. Review 
of South-East European Studies, Nr. 7-8, 2011-2012, p. 89-108. 

Email: paslariuc@gmail.com

Petrencu, Anatol is a University Professor at the Department of 
World and Romanian History, within the Faculty of History and Philosophy 
of the State University of Moldova (since 1999). In 1986, he defended his PhD 
thesis on the topic of Romanian-Italian Relations in the 1970s and the first half 
of the 1980s. In 1998, he was awarded a Habilitation with a thesis discussing 
Romania’s policy regarding Bessarabia during 1940-1944. From 1990 to 1992, 
Anatol Petrencu served as Head of the Faculty of History at the State Univer-
sity of Moldova. Since 2010, he has also been Director of the Institute of So-
cial History „ProMemoria.” Between 1998 and 2006, Professor Petrencu was 
President of the Association of Historians of the Republic of Moldova. In 2010, 
he was a member of the Commission for the Study and Evaluation of the To-
talitarian Communist Regime in the Republic of Moldova. Professor Petrencu’s 
main fields of research interest focus on the contemporary history of Western 
Europe and the US, the history of post-1945 international relations and the 
comparative study of totalitarian regimes. He has authored six books and three 
schoolbooks. He has edited three collections of documents and one collective 
volume. Professor Petrencu has written over 400 articles and research papers. 

E-mail: anatol_petrencu@yahoo.com 

Suveică, Svetlana has a Ph.D. in history and is a researcher at the In-
stitute of History, University of Regensburg. Dr. Suveică is a former Humboldt 
research fellow at the Institute for East and Southeast European Studies (IOS) 
Regensburg (2012-2014) and a former Fulbright research fellow at CREEES, 
Stanford University, California, US (2009-2010). From September 2008 to Au-
gust 2018, Dr. Suveică was an Associate Professor at the Faculty of History and 
Philosophy, Moldova State University, Chișinău. Since September 2018, Dr. 
Suveică is a Research Associate at the Chair of Southeast and East European 
History within the Institute of History of the Faculty of Philosophy, Art His-
tory, History and Humanities at the University of Regensburg. She authored 
two monographs and one edited volume, and numerous publications concern-
ing the interwar political, administrative and social transformations of Roma-
nia and Bessarabia, social processes in the Moldavian SSR, as well on recent 
political and social changes in the Republic of Moldova. 

E-mail: ssuveica@gmail.com 


